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Job Number(s): 
Route(s): 
County(ies): 
Functional Classification: Choose an item.
Major/Minor: Choose an item.
Design AADT (20XX): 

Design Stage

☐Conceptual
☐Preliminary
☐Right of Way
☐Final (PS&E)
☐Other (describe)
Design Exception Summary
	Design Exception Element
	Status

	Choose an item.
	☐New ☐Revised


Design Exception Elements
Controlling Criteria: Choose an item.
If Other, describe: 
	Location
	Existing Condition
	Standard Criteria
	Proposed Design

	
	
	
	


Basis of Standard: 
Reasoning: 
Safety: 
Attachments:
A. 
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Notes for Completing the Design Exception Information Form (Delete Notes from Word document of Design Exception prior to creating pdf)
1. Project Information


Our mission is to provide a world-class transportation system that is safe, innovative, reliable and dedicated to serving customers for a prosperous Missouri.
Form Revised April 2026
Job Number(s): 
Route(s): 
County(ies): 
Functional Classification: Choose an item.
Major/Minor: Choose an item.
Design AADT (20XX): 

Design Stage

☐Conceptual
☐Preliminary
☐Right of Way
☐Final (PS&E)
☐Other (describe)
Design Exception Summary
The Design Exception Summary Table is to provide a summary of all elements that are contained within the current Design Exception Information Form. Choose the design exception element from the drop down list. If Other, provide a brief description of other adjacent to the drop down. If this is first design exception information form completed for a specific element at a specific location on a given project, check new. If a design exception information form has been completed for a specific element and location on a given project and the design exception needs to be revised due to changes in the project development, check revised. Add rows if multiple design exception elements are included on this form. Choose items in order.
	Design Exception Element
	Status

	Choose an item. 
	☐New ☐Revised


Design Exception Elements
To include more than one design exception element, copy and paste all parts of Section D as often as necessary. Choose controlling criteria items in order 1-11 for each Section D. If multiple different criteria 11 are required, copy and paste Section D for each.
Controlling Criteria: Choose an item. If Other, describe: Drainage, Access Management, Sidewalk, etc
	Location
	Existing Condition
	Standard Criteria
	Proposed Design

	Physical description of location, Station Ranges may be used when necessary.
	
	
	


When more than one location of a project requires a design exception for the same controlling criteria, add rows to the table. Reasoning and safety discussions should address information specific to each location.
Basis of Standard: List the relevant source of the standard, including version when applicable. Examples: EPG 640.1.2; AASHTO A Policy on the Geometric Design of Highways and Streets, 7th Edition Figure 10-70.
Reasoning: Provide reasoning for the design exception. Reasoning should be concise and direct. Alternate sources that may have different criteria may be presented. Reasoning should focus on constraints that make meeting the standard criteria impractical. Costs alone should never be given as justification for a design exception. The purpose of the design exception is to provide documentation that the particular design decision was reasonable given all project factors and should be understandable as a standalone document, including all attachments, to those not familiar with details of the project. If an existing condition does not exist for the criteria, leave that cell in the table blank and explain why in the reasoning. Include a reference to any plan sheets, sketches, or photos that are included as an attachment that could help explain the design exception. Include any elements of the design that mitigate the impacts of a design, even if they are a MoDOT standard. For example, rumble strips help mitigate narrow shoulder widths.
Discussions of safety items listed below should not be included in the reasoning section.
Safety: For projects with an existing condition, provide a review of the existing crash history focusing on crashes related to the design exception element in the referenced location. For example, a design exception for superelevation should look at wet crash history and direction of roadway departure; departure to the outside of the curve can indicate too little existing superelevation. The existing crash data may be included as an attachment. Review the high severity lists to determine if the design exception element may be contributing to the high severity crashes and document accordingly.
Provide a Highway Safety Manual (HSM) analysis. If the HSM does not have a criterion that can be analyzed related to the design exception element, include a statement definitively stating such. Example: The HSM does not have a criterion related to vertical clearance, therefore no HSM analysis was completed. The discussion of the HSM analysis should include the basis of the analysis—ISATe, arterial spreadsheets, IHSDM model, full analysis, simplified analysis, etc. The discussion should clearly explain how the analysis was conducted; the results of the analysis; and the comparisons between the existing, standard, and proposed as relevant.
Discussion of standards and mitigation should not be included in the safety section.
Attachments:
No attachments included.
OR
A. List all attachments in the same order as referenced in the discussions throughout the design exceptions.
B. All attachments should be labeled matching this list.
C. Revisions to previous design exceptions include the previously approved design exception as an attachment.
D. All attachments should be included as part of the pdf submitted for signatures.
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