
1. MODOT TITLE VI OFFICE - LEP METHOD:
Attached is our Title VI office’s LEP Population Data Guide, which are instructions for obtaining estimated totals of Limited English Proficiency (LEP) persons and the languages spoken in the home for populations ages 5-years and over.  It includes a link to the specific U.S. Census page that you will use. Also attached is an Excel Spreadsheet where you will be instructed to enter data.  This method pulls data from the 2021 American Community Survey (ACS) 1-Year estimates.  Zainab Jasim in MoDOT’s Title VI office provided it to me and it is written specifically for their purposes.  
Incidentally, Zainab planned to develop instructions for us that would coincide with Public Involvement Plans (PIP)/Communication Plans as outlined in EPG 192.2. However, she has been on maternity leave. The districts/communications staff should/are encouraged to develop a PIP suitable for each project. It provides a means to document their P.I. efforts.  I’ve attached a template PIP from the EPG.  I don’t know if districts are developing PIPs for each project, but if so it would provide us with much of the documentation FHWA is requesting.  
Please complete the Title VI office’s LEP method a few times and let me know what you think of it compared to the use of EJScreen.  

1. EJSCREEN METHOD:  
When using EJScreen don’t mistake Limited English Speaking Households, referred to as Linguistically Isolated Households (LIHHs), with LEP persons.  LIHHs are HHs where no member 14 years of age or older speaks only English or speaks English “very well”.  We report both LEP persons and LIHHs in CE2s, EAs, and EISs, and if warranted, PCEs.  
As EJScreen (epa.gov) is laid out now, you obtain language information by block group by clicking on the “Maps” icon on the upper left side of the screen, then choose “Additional Demographics”, which provides 2016-2020 ACS 5-year summary estimates. A box will pop up –Additional Demographics, use 2016-2020 ACS.  From the first dropdown menu—Category, choose Language; from the second dropdown menu—Variable, choose Pct. Limited English Speaking Households (LIHHs) to obtain the percentage of LIHHs for a specific block group. I often choose # of Households (total HHs in a block group) and then choose Limited English Speaking HHs for a comparison.  There are many variables to choose, including percentages and #s of persons speaking specific languages for each block group. 
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See below.  When you click on individual block groups, a box will pop up with information for the variable you’ve chosen (variable below is Persons Who Speak Only English).  NOTE: There is no actual variable for LEP persons. The easiest way I know to obtain the number of LEP persons for a block group is to choose the variable “Persons Who Speak Only English”.  Subtract that number from the total population for that block group to obtain the number of LEP persons in that block group. 
[image:                      1311   --   1064       =        274 LEP Persons 
                     Total        Persons Who
           Population       Speak Only 
                                      English
][image: ][image: ]

1. TABLE 129– PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT BY TYPE 
I thought it would be helpful to include the table below from the EPG, which provides districts with the minimum level of P.I. expected based on specific needs of each project and community(ies) involved.  This is simply a guide, but it lays out the type of documentation we need.

Table 129, Public Involvement by Type

	Public involvement is required for every project

	Minimum Requirement for:
	Public Involvement Method
	Required Documentation
(if applicable)
	Responsible Individual(s)1

	PCE 
	Routine methods such as social media, news releases, opportunity for meetings, etc.
	Public notices, news releases, meeting notes, Comments/responses, sign-in sheets
	PM, CR, CM

	CE2
	Routine methods such as social media, news releases, opportunity for meetings, etc
	Public Involvement Plan (PIP). Public notices, news releases, meeting notes, Comments/responses, sign-in sheets
	PM, CR, CM

	Some CE2s, EA, EIS
	Pre-Location Study Meeting
	Public notices, presentations, studies or documents made available, Minutes, comments, responses, sign-in sheets
	PM, CR

	Some PCEs, CE2, EA, EIS
	Location Public Meeting
	Public Involvement Plan (PIP). Public notices, presentations, studies or documents made available, minutes, Comments and Responses, sign-in sheets
	PM, CR

	Some PCEs, CE2, EA, EIS
	Design Public Meeting
	Public Involvement Plan (PIP). Public notices, presentations, studies or documents made available, minutes, Comments and Responses, sign-in sheets
	PM, CR

	EA, EIS
	Agency Scoping Meeting
	Public Involvement Plan (PIP). Notices, presentations, studies or documents made available, Minutes, comments, responses, sign-in sheets
	PM, CR

	≥20 acres new RW or
permanent easements for rural,

≥100,000 square feet new RW or
permanent easements for urban2,

EA (if applicable), EIS, Long Range Plan
{CFR 771.111(h)(2)(iii)}
	Public Hearing (Commission Policy, FHWA policy)
	Notices, presentations, studies or documents made available, minutes, transcript, sign-in sheets
	PM, CR

	Discretion of the District Engineer
	Public Meeting
	Notices, presentations, studies or documents made available, minutes, Comments and Responses, sign-in sheets
	PM, CR

	Impacts (not significant or adverse EPG 129.8) on historic properties, parks, recreation areas, and wildlife and waterfowl refuges
	Section 106, 4(f)3, and 6(f)
	Notices, presentations, studies or documents made available, minutes, Comments and Responses, sign-in sheets
	PM, CR, DE-ENV/HP

	Noise impacts where noise abatement is reasonable and feasible
	Noise Wall Public Meeting
	Notices, presentations, studies or documents made available, minutes, Comments and Responses, sign-in sheets
	PM, CR, DE-ENV/HP

	1 PM: Project Manager; CR: Communications Division staff; CM: Construction and Materials staff; DE-ENV/HP: Design Division Environmental and Historic Preservation staff

	2 "Urban" is defined as within a U.S. Census Bureau designated urbanized area or an urban cluster.

	3 Requires special statements in the public notice. Coordinate with MoDOT Environmental Section.
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