
Utility Owner (UO) submits variance request to District Utility 
Staff (DUS)

DUS reviews and gathers any additional information required

DUS recommend 
for Approval?

YES

DUS submits to District Design Engineer (DDE) 
for Approval

DDE reviews request and discusses with DUS

DDE Approval?

YES

DDE signs variance

DDE returns variance to DUS

On Interstate 
System?

YES

DUS sends variance to Design Liaison 
Engineer (DLE) for transmittal to Federal 

Highway Administration (FHWA)

FHWA sign variances and return to DLE

DLE returns variance to DUS DUS inform UO

NO

UO Agree?

YES

UO w/ DUS input alters request or finds 
alternate routings in accordance with MoDOT 

policy
NO

UO requests informal hearing in writing to 
State Design Engineer within 30 days

Denial Upheld?

YES

NO

NO

NO

EPG Figure 643.1.8 Utility Variance Approval Process
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